“Applying the 5 CON’s”
Knowing Scripture

Session 4

Matt: 19:16-26

Context
Who:
1. Rich Young Ruler – How do we know he was a ruler? ( Luke 18:18 ( he approached Jesus, presumably because he wanted eternal life.
2. A ruler of what or who?  What kind of ruler? ( extra-biblical sources say he ruled a synagogue or something similar

3. Jesus – was approached by the ruler (not the other way) as a good teacher who could point the way to eternal life;
4. Apparently, Jesus had a significant reputation by now ( the Pharisees had just finished challenging Him and now the ruler seeks His direction.

5. The disciples were present but not involved in the dialogue (at least it’s not recorded, if they were)

What:
1. Jesus is “flagged down” by the young ruler after responding to the Pharisees about divorce and rebuking his disciples about children;
2. Young ruler asks about how to obtain eternal life – How do we know whether this was a general question, a testing question, or a sincere question for himself?  ( v. 20 – “All these things I have kept.”; v. 22 – “He went away grieved.”

When:

1. After Jesus finished teaching the disciples (ch. 18), he left Galilee and came into Judea beyond the Jordan river;

2. Pharisees came and tested Him, and asked Him about divorce;

3. Jesus then rebukes His disciples for not allowing the children to come; after laying hands on them, He left and was approached by the “rich, young, ruler.”
4. After this encounter, Jesus instructs his disciples on the difficulty of entering the Kingdom ( then they ask about their reward, since they left everything to follow Him.

Why:
1. The ruler wants eternal life – as a Jewish ruler, shouldn’t he know this? ( apparently, he knew he didn’t have it; though rich, he still lacked eternal riches

2. Why doesn’t Jesus just say, “Accept me into your heart”? 
3. Why doesn’t Jesus try to negotiate or persuade him, or make a bigger effort?
Where:
1. It doesn’t say where this took place, but we do know it was after He departed the place where he answered the Pharisees and rebuked the disciples ( Judea, beyond the Jordan;
2. He could still be in the same region or he could be a ways away.

3. Clues: 

a. Matt. 20:17 – Jesus was about to go to Jerusalem – go to Jerusalem from where?  ( looks like from Jericho

b. Matt. 20:29 – “And as they were going out from Jericho …”

Content
v. 16 -Eternal life 

Matt. 25:46 – eternal life is juxtaposed with eternal punishment – the one who did not do it to the least of these will go into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.



John 3:36 – eternal life comes through believing/obeying the Son – He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.




John 5:24 – eternal life is not coming into judgment and passing out of death into life – this is given to those who hear His word and believes in the Father


John 6:27 – we are to work for the food that endures to eternal life



John 6:40 – God’s will is for those who believe to have eternal life ( God will raise them up on the last day.



John 6:54 – eternal life is for those who eat His flesh and drink His blood – who are they? ( v. 56 – those who abide in Him and He in them


John 17:2 – eternal life is given to those whom the Father has given the Son.



v. 3 – eternal life = knowing God the Father and Jesus



Acts. 13:48 – as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.



Romans 2:7 – eternal life demonstrates the reign of grace


Romans 6:23 – eternal life is a free gift of God in Christ Jesus



Galatians 6:8 – eternal life is reaped by the one who sows to the Spirit – the one who sows to the spirit reaps corruption



1John 5:11 – eternal life is in God’s Son

v. 17 – If you wish to enter into life

Lev. 18:5 – a man lives if he keeps God’s statutes and judgments



Ezek: 18:9 – a man is righteous and will surely live if he walks in God’s statutes and ordinances so as to deal faithfully



Luke 10:28 – Jesus tells a lawyer who wants eternal life, “Do this (love the Lord with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind; and love your neighbor as yourself) and you will live.”



Romans 10:5, 9 – the way to eternal life is juxtaposed ( Moses writes that a man shall live by righteousness based on practicing the law, but righteousness based on faith comes from confessing with your mouth and believing in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead



Gal. 3:12-13 – no one is justified by the law ( the righteous shall live by faith; those who practice the law live by them


Neh. 9:29/Ezek. 20:21 – if a man observes His law/commandments, he shall live.
v. 21 – go sell your possessions and give to the poor

Luke 12:33 – Jesus instructs disciples to go ahead and sell their possessions, give to the poor, and sew purses that won’t wear out for receiving treasure in heaven that won’t fail, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys

Luke 16:9 ++ - He who is faithful in little is faithful in much and vice versa; if you can’t even be faithful with earthly mammon, who would entrust true (heavenly riches) to you? ( what we do with “our” treasure here counts – it must be used wisely ( it’s not ours and we can’t serve two masters.


Acts 2:45 – the early church sold their property and possessions, and were sharing them with anyone who had need
v. 23 – it is hard for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven

Matt. 13:22 – parable of the sower – this is the seed that was sown in the thorns ( the man who hears the word but becomes unfruitful because the worries of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word in him


Mark 10:23/Luke 18:24 – parallel passage – “How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!”

v. 24 – it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle …

Mark 10:25/Luke 18:25 – identical

v. 26 – With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible

Gen. 18:14 – God to Abe, “Is anything too difficult for the LORD?” ( He promises his and Sarah a son

Job 42:2 – Job to God, “I know Thou canst do all things, and that no purpose of Thine can be thwarted.


Jer. 32:17 – Nehemiah in a swell of praise to God declares to God that He made the heavens and earth by His great power and outstretched arm.  Nothing is too difficult for Him


Zech. 8:6-8 – God says he is going to save His people and rhetorically asks, “If it is too difficult in the sight of the remnant of this people … will it also be too difficult in My sight?”


Luke 1:37 – the angel to Mary re:Elizabeth – though barren, she will also bear a son (John the Baptist) ( “For nothing will be impossible with God.”

Conclusions
· The ruler was brave to ask this questions since he should have known the answer as a Jewish leader

· Jesus wasn’t interested in merely getting him to say a prayer of acceptance ( he wanted his life

· Eternal life is God’s free gift, but must also be worked toward and focused on in order to receive it (not working to earn but working to receive what Jesus has earned) ( we must work to grow in our faith

· Eternal life is only granted in two contexts: either keep the Law perfectly or believe in Jesus

· Eternal life doesn’t come without giving up things you treasure most

· Jesus will not settle for lip service and will let you walk away if you don’t come to Him on His terms

· It’s you love earthly riches, it’s very difficult to love God the way He wants to be loved

· If you have earthly riches, you need to realize it’s God’s and use it for Him
Questions
1. Why didn’t Jesus give him the gospel presentation?

2. Why did the Jesus start with the question about who is good?

3. Why did Jesus give him the answer about having to keep the commandments?

4. Do we all have to sell everything we have to have eternal life?

5. Why doesn’t Jesus ask us to do the same thing?  Or does He?

6. Since camels can’t go through needles, is Jesus saying you can’t be rich and enter the kingdom?

Homework
A. Study Matt. 20:1-16 using the “5 CON’s”, then give the interpretation, summarize what you learned, and then list at least 15 applications/implications.

B. Come up with a possible misinterpretation of the verse.  What other topics or questions arise from a study of the verse that are possibly debatable and will require further research and isn’t quite so plainly evident? 

