BS3 – “Clinging to the Vine” John 15:1-12
Knowing You

Total Devotion ’05 – ‘06


Hi TD’ers!  For the last month, Sandra and I have been memorizing John 15 together and discussing the verses constantly, knowing that I'm going to be teaching on it in December.  It has been SO good.  We're constantly working through the verses, their real meanings, and their applications.

 
One of the reasons it has been so great is that we've been constantly meditating on it and "struggling" with it.  I'm really excited to teach it to you but I realize that it won't be as impacting and meaningful to you unless you "struggle and strive" a bit with it first.  That's why the new insights God has been giving Sandra and I  have been so exciting, like light bulbs going off.

 
So, this month we study our topic in reverse order: we will do our small group study first and then hear the message next week.
Surveying the Land and Cracking the Surface 

To get you familiar with the chapter we’re going to study, go ahead and carefully read John 15 one time in its entirety without making any notations or writing anything down.

1. Now go ahead and read it again.  This time jot down any terms, phrases, thoughts, or ideas that catch your attention, seem interesting, or that you may have a question about (Note that you don’t necessarily have to have an answer figured out nor do you have to be very specific; you’re just digging at this point)
2. To get a better context of this passage, try to answer the following questions:

a. Who?  (Who is involved in this conversation?  Who’s speaking and who’s listening?)
b. What?  (What is the situation at hand?  Is there anything noteworthy happening?)

c. Why?  (Why is this taking place?  Why are these things being said?)

d. When?  (When is this taking place?  Is there any significance to the timing of this event?)
e. Where?  (Where is this happening?  Is there any significance to the place and setting?)

3. Let’s now focus on verses 1 – 12.  Read these verses and jot down:
a. Key ideas, significant highlights, and main points of the passage.

b. Difficult verses or “controversial” points or phrases.

Digging Deeper and Excavating His Jewels

In this section, you will discuss thoughts, questions, and implications that arose during when you were “cracking the surface.”  Questions 4 and 5 are examples of the types of questions and discussions you should have.  Discuss and “wrestle” with these questions, and then discuss and “wrestle” with your group’s own questions and issues in question 6.
4. Why do you think Jesus speaks in metaphorical language here (btw, do you know the difference between metaphor and simile?)?  What’s He trying to accomplish?
5. In verse 2, the NASB says, “Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away”.  What possible interpretations could there be for this?  What do you think “He takes away” means?  Is it a parallel phrase to verse 6, or is verse 6 speaking of something different?  Why or why not?  What implications are there?

6. Discuss other questions and issues that your own small group members have come up with.
Coram Deo


In getting to know Jesus in a deeper and more meaningful way, it takes time, effort, and HEART!  Hopefully, you’ve had an profitable (and exciting) time of discovery in your small group.  It’s just the surface.  Go home and:

1. Dig even deeper in this passage.  The more you do, the more you’ll learn from the message next week.  Keep reading it over and over, and let “(His) words abide in you” (v. 7).

2. Begin memorizing the entire chapter of John 15 while we study it during TD the next few months.  Our goal is to have it memorized by the end of February or early March.

