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Hey TD’ers:  Once again, the message is absolutely foundational to this study. The questions assume you’ve heard it.   We HIGHLY encourage you to listen to it on td.mbcla.org.  This is a meaty study, so allow time each day to work on it – enjoy quality time with Jesus!!!
An Existential Look at Our Moral Debt

Someone once said that joys are doubled when shared and sorrows are cut in half when shared.  I think that’s true.  We are relational beings created for relationship.  

There is no greater joy than having solid, open, trusting, mutually loving healthy relationships built on solid foundation.  Thriving relationships are what give life its extra vibrancy and delight (much better than acquiring possessions or attaining some status).  Conversely, nothing is more burdensome, disheartening, and hurtful than broken relationships.  Broken relationships are the biggest producers of deep depression, sorrow, and pain.

Imagine that a close, trusted friend that you are loyal to betrayed your trust or friendship in a significant way; in a way that really hurt you and left a deep wound.  When this happens, something was stolen from you or broken.  Sure, it could come in the form of stolen material possessions, but at the heart, it is a stealing and/or a breaking of a part of YOU – your friendship, your heart, your trust, etc.  

1. That’s happened to many of us before: it’s happened to me, and it may have happened to you.  If it hasn’t, try to imagine it, just to get an emotional feel for it.
a. How easy or difficult would it be to mend and restore that friendship?  
b. What would have to happen for reconciliation to occur?  
c. What precautions would you take the second time around?  
d. What things would you be looking for to help you decide whether to you would want to or would even be able to reconcile?

2. Let’s put the shoe on the other foot, and let’s say that you were the one who did the deep betraying.  
a. How would your answers to the questions above be different?  
b. What difference would there be in being the betrayer rather than the betrayed?

c. Most of us have experienced both sides of the equation, having been both the betrayed and the betrayer.  In your experience, what differences do you see in your own attitude and perspective when you were on either side?
3. From the previous questions, what insights can we learn and apply in our relationships, in general, and our relationship with God, in particular?


If you’ve been a Christian for any length of time, you’ve heard and said the phrases, “Jesus died on the cross for my sins,” “Jesus paid the price for my sins,” “Jesus paid my debt,” etc. many, many times.  In fact, we’ve heard and said them so often that they flow easily from our lips …………. but does the impact of those statements move our hearts?  The objective truth and power of what Jesus did for us will never change, whether our hearts are moved or not.  God DOES want a relationship with us that solidly based on the objective fact, truth, and reality of who God is.  Our faith cannot be based on our subjective feelings.


That being said, however, the Lord has made us as emotional beings, because He Himself is an emotional God.  He, too, has feelings.  That’s why God Himself, in the Bible, uses emotional terms when He speaks, terms describing jealousy, anger, joy, sorrow, love, hatred, comfort, grief, hope, despair, etc.  We see in Isaiah that Jesus is called a Man of Sorrows, and in John, we see Jesus weeping.  Our emotions are a gift and a real reflection of our hearts.  That’s why God wants us to love Him with ALL of our HEART, in addition to our mind, soul, and strength (Matt. 22:37-38).  

4. Why is it necessary for our faith to be based on objective truth rather than subjective feelings?  Explain the terms “objective” and “subjective.”

The reason that I’ve asked you to think through this relational issue is because few of us actually grasp the personal, relational nature of our sin.  We take God for granted and rarely discuss the personal, relational, and more emotional side, if you will, of our sin.  We tend to think of our sin as merely not meeting the full requirements of some old, cold law.  That’s why we don’t take our sin so seriously.  We don’t realize that our sin is ALWAYS personal, ALWAYS against a Person, and ALWAYS relational.  
5. In our last study, we discussed the differences between pecuniary/legal debt and moral debt.  To reinforce this, briefly write out the differences.

6. We know that anyone can cover another person’s pecuniary/legal violation.  However, that’s not true for moral violation.  That violation is unique and personal to the violator (us!).  In the message, Arthur delved into how it is that Christ could pay for our moral violation.  

a. Write out your understanding of Arthur’s answer to how it is that Christ could satisfy the moral aspect of OUR debt to God.  Write out any additional aspects, differences, or thoughts you would have.

b. How is it that the relational, moral aspect of our relationship with God is restored by Christ, especially in light of the fact that we still personally violate our relationship with Him?  
c. Do you better understand now why Christ is the only way to reconciliation with God, why just being a “good” person (whatever that means), won’t suffice?  Do you have any further questions that arise from this discussion?
What Was Finished?

Through the ages, there has been a lot of confusion over what Jesus actually meant when He said, “It is finished,” and what was actually finished.   Some say that the process of salvation had only just begun on the cross, that Jesus had to go to hell and finish the salvation process in hell.  Read the following quotes from leading Faith teacher Kenneth Copeland:

“It wasn’t the physical death on the cross that paid the price for sin ... anybody could do that.” (What Satan Saw on the Day of Pentecost, Kenneth Copeland) 
“Every prophet that walked the face of the earth under the Abrahamic covenant could have paid the price if it were a physical death only” “When He said ‘It is finished’ on that cross, He was not speaking of the plan of redemption. The plan of redemption had just begun; there were still three days and three nights to be gone through.” “[Jesus] accepted the sin nature of Satan in His own Spirit, and at the moment that He did so, He cried ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’.” “He [Jesus] was down in that pit and there he suffered the punishment for three horrible days and nights for Adam’s treason ... There is a new birth takes place in the very depths of the earth, when the command of God says ‘That’s enough, loose him and let him go’.” (What Happened from the Cross to the Throne, Kenneth Copeland)
7. Each time we have a baptism service in our church, we read the Apostles’ Creed.  There is a line in there that says, “He descended into hell.”  That is the most controversial line in the Creed.  The following verses are cited in defense of this phrase.  Look them up, making note of what they say:

a. Job 38:17
b. Psalm 68:18-22

c. Matthew 12:38-41

d. Acts 2:22-32

e. Romans 10:7

f. Ephesians 4:7-10

g. 1Peter 3:18-20

h. 1Peter 4:6

8. Do you think Jesus went to hell after dying on the cross?  Do some research … and don’t forget to test everything against Scripture.

a. If so, for what purpose?  
b. If not, what do you think happened after His death and before His resurrection?

9. Carefully read the various accounts of Jesus’ crucifixion.  They are largely the same, but with different nuances.  Are there any details within the accounts that help persuade you one way or another?
a. Matthew 27:33-66
b. Mark 15:22-47

c. Luke 23:33-56

d. John 19:16-42

10. Why is this discussion important?  What potential implications does this have on the gospel?
11. If “it is finished,” then what is left for us to do?  Read Phil. 2:12 – why are we to work out our salvation?  Isn’t that a done deal?  What exactly is the relationship between, “It is finished” and “work out your salvation …”?
Coram Deo
12. With non-Christian friends evaluating different world-views and religions, it is vital to be able to explain the uniqueness and the power of the cross.  What was finished on the cross stands out from all other religions and world-views.  All other religions have us trying to work our way toward God (which is impossible, btw) in some way, shape, or form.  Only in biblical Christianity does God come down to us to make the necessary provision for reconciliation with Him (otherwise, there would be no reconciliation).  Take some time to seriously thank God for His FINISHED work on the cross!
