BS6– “Boasting in the Lord”

THE CROSS: His Glory, Our Hope

Total Devotion ’06 – ‘07

Review
     In the message on Friday, we went over some reasons why boasting in yourself is wrong and why boasting in the Lord is right.  Review the reasons by looking up the verses in the Bible.

15 reasons why boasting in yourself is wrong
     (Boasting vertically)

1. You have nothing  to boast about in terms of your standing with God.  Romans 3:27,28
2. Your boasting is detestable to God. Psalm 5:5

3. God sees the things that you boast about as hindrances, not assets.  Luke 18:9-14

4. In boasting, you are resurrecting the old man.  Gal. 6:14; Eph 3:3: Col. 3:9-11
5. Your boasting in your own strength diminishes the power of Christ in your life.   II Cor. 11:16-12:9

6. You have no control over the length of your life, so why boast about something that might not even happen?  James 4:13-16
7. Boasting takes away glory from God and places it on self.  Daniel 4:30-37

8. Boasting shows a lack of understanding of who we really are.  Isaiah 64:8
9. Boasting allows pride to rear its ugly head.  Matthew 12:34
10. Boasting shows your love for the world and not for God.  I John 2:16


(Boasting Horizontally)
11. In boasting, you are not being loving.  I Cor. 13:4

12. In boasting, you have an over inflated view of your importance.  Romans 12:3,4
13. Your boasting incites envy, jealousy and strife in others.  Gal. 5:26

14. Your boasting shows that your standard is a man-made, superficial one.  II Cor. 10:12,17
15. Boasters don’t associate with the lowly.  Romans 12:16
15 reasons why we should boast in the Lord

(Boasting vertically)

1. In Christ, God is no longer justly angry with us.   Eph. 2:14-16

2. In Christ, our future is secure and we will one day see Him.  Eph. 1:10,14; I John 3:2,3
3. In Christ, we can walk in the good works that God has ordained for us.  Eph 2:10
4. In Christ, we have the status and privilege of sons.  Eph. 1:4 
5. In Christ, we have all our sins and trespasses forgiven.  Eph. 1:7 
6. In Christ, we have every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.  Eph. 1:3
7. In Christ, God accepted us before we even “did anything”.   Eph. 1:4
8. In Christ, we can understand and know God.  Jer. 9:23
9. In Christ, we can know the truth.  John 14:6 
10. In Christ, we can know right from wrong.  Romans 5:19 
(Boasting horizontally)

11. In Christ, our hearts and lives are being cleaned and we are becoming more like Jesus.  II Cor. 3:18
12. In Christ, we can boast in the good works of others.  II Cor. 8:14-16  

13. In Christ, we have access to all the wisdom of the ages and beyond.  James 1:5
14. In Christ, we can really know how to love others.  I John 4:7

15.  In Christ, we use our boasting of qualifications and weakness in order to validate our witness.  II Cor. 11:22- 12:21

Biblical Example of Moses
1. At the time of Moses’ birth, the Israelites had been in Egypt for 350 years.  Is the situation favorable towards the Israelites?  (Exodus 1:8-10)  Would the Israelites have much to boast about?

2. How did Jochebed feel when Moses was born? (Exodus 2:2-10, Hebrews 11:23)  She was in a dilemma.  How did her boasting in her son transfer to boasting in the Lord?  Was the Lord ever not in control?  (Acts 7:20)
3. What kind of upbringing did Moses have as a child?  Would he have reason to boast?  (Acts 7:22)  

4. What made Moses kill the Egyptian?  (Exodus 2:11-13, Acts 7:23-28, Hebrews 11:24-28)  Was he trusting in the Lord at this point?  Why or why not?

5. What do you think happened to Moses as he spent time in Midian?  What was his occupation there?  How was his life different than in Egypt?

6. Why would God choose Moses?  (Exodus 3:4)  Was Moses confident in himself?  (Exodus 3:11)  Do you think he would have been more confident when he was in Egypt?

7. God is teaching Moses to place his confidence in Him.  In Exodus 3:14, God gives Moses a name to tell Pharaoh.  What is it and what is the significance of it?

8. Were Moses’ attempts to free the Israelites well received by Pharaoh?  By the Israelites? (Exodus 5:20)  What can this tell us about our attempts to follow the Lord.  Will the road always be smooth?

9. In following the Lord, how was Moses viewed by Egyptians?  (Exodus 11:3)  Why would that be?

10. What kind of relationship did Moses have with the Lord?  (Deut. 34:10, 32:1-43)
11. Look at the 15 reasons why we should boast in the Lord.  Can you find at least 3 of these reasons matching Moses’ life?

Application
12. What about you?  What are your strengths in the flesh?  Are they acting at all as hindrances to knowing and depending on the Lord?  Go around and share.  
13. Go back to the questions that were asked at the beginning of the Bible study on Friday.  Looking back at the 15 points of boasting in yourself and boasting in the Lord, indicate how the following situations can be an opportunity for you to boast in the Lord.  There is no neutral ground.  Credit is either given to yourself, another person, or to the Lord.
a. Are you boasting in yourself when you fill out a college application listing all your accomplishments?  Is there a way for you to boast in the Lord in this situation?
b. Are you boasting in yourself to acknowledge that you are good at something?  How can you find a way to give God the credit?
c. Are you boasting when you cheer on your team and say it is the best?  Is there a way that you can make sure that you are loving all the people involved?
d. Are you boasting when you drive fancy cars, wear brand name clothes, or go to fancy places?  Are you depending too much on these “peelings” for your self worth?
e. Are we, ourselves, enamored with the human achievement and accomplishment of others?  Is that right or wrong in God’s eyes?
f. We are chosen by colleges and employers due to our merit (water).  We are chosen by God to be His children apart from our merits (oil).  How do we reconcile the two?
Coram Deo


As we are reminded in the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25:14-29, we are stewards, trustees, tenants on this earth.  We will have to give an account for what we have done with the talents that the Lord has given to us.  May we use what the Lord has given to us to produce more fruit and more praise for Him.  May the goal of our life be not to hear the commendation of men but the commendation of God when we see Him.  May He be able to say, “Well done, good and faithful servant, you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.  Enter into the joy of the Lord.”  Lord, we eagerly await Your return.  
