BS7– “Resting on the Power of God” 1Cor. 2:1-5

THE CROSS: His Glory, Our Hope

Total Devotion ’06 – ‘07

	1Cr 2:1  
	And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 

	1Cr 2:2  
	For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 

	1Cr 2:3  
	I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 

	1Cr 2:4  
	and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 

	1Cr 2:5  
	so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God. 

	1Cr 2:6  
	Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; 

	1Cr 2:7  
	but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory; 

	1Cr 2:8  
	the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; 

	1Cr 2:9  
	but just as it is written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND {which} HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM." 

	1Cr 2:10  
	For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. 

	1Cr 2:11  
	For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. 

	1Cr 2:12  
	Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, 

	1Cr 2:13  
	which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 

	1Cr 2:14  
	But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. 

	1Cr 2:15  
	But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one. 

	1Cr 2:16  
	For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ. 




     On Friday, Arthur contrasted the world’s mode of operation with God’s mode of operation.  He suggested that marketing, impression, and presentation are methods that are highly esteemed in the world’s eyes.  In contrast, God says that these things do not impress Him, nor are they able to accomplish His purposes.  How do we reconcile living in the world with its ways and living for the Lord in the Spirit? (If you haven’t heard the message, you can hear it at www.td.mbcla.org)
     Arthur gave us 7 principles that we will now discuss further.
Principle #1 – We are to use our gifts, talents, and abilities for God’s work … but they must always be used behind God’s leading.

1. Read Romans 10:15.  It is true that God uses man to bring His Gospel to the world.  We are the chosen messengers.  God doesn’t write in the clouds but He relays His message through people.  Why would God choose to use sinful, feeble man with all his limited understanding?
2. Read James 2:1-7.  The Bible warns us about favoring the more influential people in this world.  In the church, do we sometimes pay special honor to the one who is more talented and attractive - musicians, speakers, athletes?  Are we totally convinced that the Lord can use the person of lesser influence and means to accomplish His purpose?  
3. What can we do to ensure that we don’t fall into the trap of showing “favoritism”?

4. Why do we strive so hard to become college educated and professional if it doesn’t spiritually make a difference?  Or, does it?
Principle #2 – Real ministry comes not by might, nor by power, but by His Spirit (Zech. 4:6) – it’s the Lord’s anointing.

5. In verse 1 Corinthians 2:13, Paul says, “which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.”  If you are going to become equipped for God’s work, you need to have the right thoughts and the right words.  How fluent are you in explaining the concepts of Scripture?  What are you doing to gain more mastery?  How enthusiastic are you in learning God’s word? 
Principle # 3 - Time will reveal who you really are and what you’re really about.
6. In James 4:14, we are reminded that we are “even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.”  In I Corinthians 2:6-8, Paul reminds us what true wisdom is.  Name 3 characteristics about this kind of wisdom.

7. Are you willing for your reward and recognition to come in the next life? Recall the missionary, Jim Elliott, who said, “He is no fool to give up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”  Read Matthew 6:1-4, What does Jesus mean in verse 2 when he said, “they have their reward.”?
8. What ways can we “not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing” as stated in verse 3?

Principle # 4 - Your heart will do whatever it takes to get what it wants, even if it hurts the ones it loves.
9. We all have the need for acceptance.  Many times this need drives us to do and say things that we don’t always mean.  We all have egos.  We all desire man’s applause.  We all want the approval of our hearers.  Read 1 John 2:15-17.  Share a personal example for each of the three dangers – “lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the pride of life.”
10. Being made in the image of God, we also seek glory.  What does God say is our glory in 1 Corinthians 2:7?  What does this mean?  Does it seem strange that we should receive any glory from Him?
Principle #5 – Your job is to make sure God’s truth gets to their ears.  It’s the Holy Spirit’s job to bring it from their ears to their heart.

11. In verse 1 Corinthians 2:14, Paul says, “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.”  Do you ever get a blank stare when you start to share God’s truth to someone?  What do you do when the person shows no interest to what you are saying?

12. If you share with someone immediately about the cross of Christ, do you think you will “scare them away”?
Principle #6 – Tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth - nothing more and nothing less  … even if people think it’s foolish.  
13. Read 1 Peter 1:24 - 25.  God contrasts the glory of man and the word of God.  The Word of God should be the engine behind everything else in our life.  We learn to read, study, speak, raise families, make money, have friendships so that Word of God may be exalted and central.  What is your daily exposure to His word?

14. When we reject God’s word, we reject God.  Read Luke 16:19-31.  How convincing would it be to you if someone came back from the dead to tell you something?   What did Jesus say would be even more convincing than that?  Have you experienced the life changing power of the word?
Principle # 7 – Remember that God will work in a way that leaves no mistake about Who it is that is working.
15. In verse 2, what was Paul determined for the Corinthians to know?  Why didn’t he say, “Jesus Christ, and Him resurrected”?  There must be a crucifixion before there is a resurrection.  How has your old man been slain?

16. Do you find your significance in what God has done for you or in what you have done for God?
Coram Deo

We all need daily tune-ups to re-align our eyes to the things that are eternal.  Spend some time talking to the Lord.  Ask Him to give you eyes of faith to see beyond what our physical eyes can see.  Arthur mentioned the following from Christine’s speech – “In the Greek, the word ‘rubbish’ means ‘dung, excrement, unspeakable filth’.  Paul viewed everything that was not Christ with utter repulsion.  Yet, was it that everything was so disgusting?  Or was it that Christ is simply that amazing?  When we recognize that He is so much better than anything that we could count as gain, we willfully count anything that is not Christ as loss.”  Focus on our amazing God and it will be to you as true wisdom.

