BS6 – “The Hope of the Law”

Timeless Truth: God’s Law For All Time

Total Devotion ’07 – ‘08
Good News?
When Jesus came to earth, it was good news, right?  When Jesus was an adult and came preaching, he came preaching good news, right?  But, apparently His coming and His preaching weren’t good news to everyone.

1. Read the following passages.  Make note of the people’s reactions and responses to Jesus.   

a. Matt. 2:2, 10-11

b. Matt. 2:3, 16

c. Matt. 13:53-58

d. Matt. 24:18-22

e. Matt. 26:1-5

2. The good news that Jesus brings today isn’t always or even often received as good news either.  Let’s look a little further as to why that is.

a. Gospel means good news (great news, really).  Explain this good news as clearly as you know how.

b. Has this news really been good news personally to you?  Has it changed, and is it changing your life today?

c. You would think that this great news would be gladly, gratefully, and humbly received by those it was offered to.  Who would be crazy enough not to receive it?!  Yet, so many don’t, and refuse to.  Why do you think that is?

Soils of the Soul
3. Matt. 13:1-23 records an analogy Jesus gives of the types of people who are presented with the gospel, and their reactions.  Read this passage carefully of each type of soil that heard the Word of God.  

a.  Make observations of their responses and jot them down below – don’t make judgments or conclusions yet, just observations.  Look between the lines and in the crevices.

b. Analyze your observations.  Are there any noteworthy observations?  Are there any principles that seem to emerge?  Any insights?

c. Take a look at your circle of family, friends (church, school, etc.), and acquaintances.  What soils do you see most often represented?

d. What soil best describes you?  Is there anything you need to change?

Much time, effort, and resources have been spent trying to “contextualize” the gospel; that is, trying to make the gospel relevant and specifically applicable to people’s life situations, interests, tastes, circumstances – the context of their lives.  Hence, contextualizing the gospel.  While this is often helpful and well intentioned, a big danger is that the gospel itself can and often does get lost in the midst of trying make it relevant to people, and trying to appease them.

In our get-results-now oriented culture, the church is often evaluating the effectiveness of our evangelism programs, our preaching, etc. on the basis of immediate responses and numbers.

In reality, I think if Jesus Himself were to come preaching the gospel today, He would be deemed ineffective by many of today’s “experts.”  He doesn’t give people what they want to hear, He’s too negative, not balanced enough, too strong.  And besides, look at the results!  So many people were turned off by Him and His message!

It’s like we’ve decided to come alongside Him to help Him out.  We’ve analyzed human behavior traits and figured out what makes them tick.  With some of our new methods, we can help Him reach a broader market base, convert more people, and achieve a higher success rate.  O, how foolish we’ve become!

Truth be told, we often do this because we’re ashamed of the gospel, and we’ve defanged it and made it impotent; something nice to add on to our lives while we continue flirting with and dating the world, rather than something that demolishes our old lives and completely replaces it with something new … and so much better.  

4. Read Romans 1:16.  This power of God is what brings us hope.  Why are Christians’ lives today often so impotent, lacking this power, and thus lacking real and true hope? 

5. In all seriousness and honesty, how powerful do you think the life you’re living is?  Explain.  Be honest – no false humility or false pretense.  Just honest evaluation.

6. Are there any people you know that you would say live powerful, gospel-powered, hopeful lives?  What characteristics, attitudes, etc. do you observe about their lives that are different?   Are you willing to work at employing them in your life?

7. If you desire to live a hopeful, powerful life in Christ, mere desire won’t suffice.  It’s going to take surrender, truly surrendering your life to Christ.  CS Lewis writes, “We are not merely imperfect creatures who must be improved: we are … rebels who must lay down our arms.” What area(s) of your life do you need to surrender to Christ?

8. Read Romans 3:19-20.  The fact is, if you are living life without Christ, you are under the Law in the flesh.  If that’s you, you have no hope to please God.  None.  It’s hopeless.  You stand condemned (listen to “The Curse of the Law” for more detail).   However, for those whose lives are Christ’s, whose hearts and wills are His, nothing but hope abounds.  See for yourself in Philippians 4:12-13.  This is true for you, if you’re in Christ.

a. Which specific laws of God have been a “thorn in your side,” have been your downfall, have condemned you? 

b. If you’re in Christ, you now have the hope and certainty that these laws and commands will one day be fulfilled in your life.  That’s reason for rejoicing.  Use your imagination.  Allow your mind to dream a bit.  Relish it.  Which laws and commands are now most exciting to you, knowing that one day they will be fulfilled in your life?

Coram Deo

Spend this time quietly before God, with no distractions, savoring and anticipating what you’re becoming in Christ.  Spend some real, heart-felt time with your Champion, your Victor … your Hope.  Thank Him, adore Him, shower Him with incessant praise.  Go ahead and unabashedly love on your Savior.  Go ahead and don’t hold back.  He deserves it, and He loves to receive your heart-felt thanksgiving and worship.
