BS1 - "Becoming the Christian You Have Become"
Christ For Real
Total Devotion '14 - '15

Hey TD'ers! We're going to spend our year re-grounding and firming up our understanding of the gospel and improving and growing our relationship with God Himself.  We will explore and dig deeper into areas we thought we already knew well, and will discover important truths and realities that, for some reason, we just didn't find before.  So, if you're serious about a deeper relationship with God, let's get going!  You can access Arthur's message on www.totaldevotionmbcla.wordpress.com or www.td.mbcla.org (under Messages). 

1. What's your Christian or church experience/journey been like?  Have you ever wondered if your faith is real?  Have you ever wondered if Christianity is actually true? If it will actually deliver what it promises?  



a. Describe your understanding of the Christian faith.







b. Describe your understanding of what the Christian life is to be?









2. Do you identify at all with Charles Price's experiences after becoming a Christian that Arthur read of during the message? (listen from 4:00 - 12:45 of the message).  


a. If so, in what ways do you relate?  If not, how has your church or Christian experience been different?  Describe.






b. What hope do you have that you will finish the race well? That you will actually become the Christian you've become?  That you will experience glory and will bring glory to God? 







c. How have you been trying to live the "Christian life" so far in your life to try to make this become reality?





Ticket, Certificate, and Catalog
Charles Price describes his understanding of living the Christian life as a young Christian and his attempts to live for God.  But it wasn't until he came face to face with THE KEY to actually living the Christian life that His life began to experience Christianity the way God designed it to be lived.  Listen to 12:45 - 19:35 of the message for the key living the Christian life successfully.

3. Read and meditate upon Col. 1:27 and 2Corinthians 4:11, as well as the audio clip of the message you just listened to. 

a. What are your thoughts about this?  




b. What does this mean and entail for the life of a Christian?  What has to be done?  How does it need to be done?






c. Listen to 19:45 - 34:25 of the message if you want to hear Arthur dig deeper on this idea and drill it home.



Dedication or Death?
Have you ever decided you are going to serve the Lord, dedicated your life to the Lord, determined you were going to carry out His will, especially since few others are, etc., etc?  If you have, I genuinely want to thank you for wanting to honor our Lord.  

However, I do want to caution you as well.  Often times, our good intentions and determined efforts end up getting in the way of God's will.  In the remainder of the message, Arthur spends the time dissecting major failures in the lives of two of Israel's most revered patriarchs, Abraham and Moses.  They tried to carry out God's calling, but instead ended up messing things up big time.  In analyzing those situations, we can learn a LOT from them and hopefully circumvent similar disasters in our own lives (feel free to piggy back off of Arthur's observations and analyses).

4. Drawing from Genesis 12 - 16 (focusing on Gen. 16), make some of your own observations and inferences about Abraham and Sarah's attempt to fulfill God's promise to them.  List a few of your gleanings below that may be helpful to others.






5. Read through Exodus 2 and Acts 7:20-35 and make observations about Moses' situation and decision to fulfill God's will that we can learn from.

 




6. Why do you think this section is titled "Dedication or Death?"  What exactly has to die and why?
